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Smith (WA) 
Southerland 
Speier 
Stark 
Stearns 
Stivers 
Stutzman 
Sullivan 
Sutton 
Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Tipton 
Tonko 

Towns 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walsh (IL) 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watt 
Waxman 
Webster 
Weiner 

Welch 
West 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Wolf 
Womack 
Woodall 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Young (FL) 
Young (IN) 

NAYS—1 

Conyers 

NOT VOTING—5 

Costa 
Giffords 

Payne 
Ruppersberger 

Young (AK) 

b 1100 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Stated for: 
Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 15, 

had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

LATOURETTE). The question is on the 
resolution, as amended. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a 

5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 253, nays 
175, not voting 6, as follows: 

[Roll No. 16] 

YEAS—253 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Altmire 
Amash 
Austria 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barletta 
Barrow 
Bartlett 
Barton (TX) 
Bass (NH) 
Benishek 
Berg 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boren 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Brooks 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (FL) 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Buerkle 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Calvert 
Camp 
Campbell 
Canseco 
Cantor 
Capito 
Carter 
Cassidy 

Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Chandler 
Coble 
Coffman (CO) 
Cole 
Conaway 
Cravaack 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Critz 
Culberson 
Davis (KY) 
Denham 
Dent 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Dold 
Dreier 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Ellmers 
Emerson 
Farenthold 
Fincher 
Fitzpatrick 
Flake 
Fleischmann 
Fleming 
Flores 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Gardner 
Garrett 
Gerlach 
Gibbs 
Gibson 
Gingrey (GA) 

Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (MO) 
Griffin (AR) 
Griffith (VA) 
Grimm 
Guinta 
Guthrie 
Hall 
Hanna 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayworth 
Heck 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herrera Beutler 
Holden 
Huelskamp 
Huizenga (MI) 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurt 
Issa 
Jenkins 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones 
Jordan 
Kelly 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kissell 
Kline 

Labrador 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Landry 
Lankford 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Latta 
Lee (NY) 
Lewis (CA) 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Long 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lummis 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Mack 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Marino 
Matheson 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCotter 
McHenry 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
Meehan 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, Gary 
Mulvaney 
Murphy (PA) 
Myrick 
Neugebauer 

Noem 
Nugent 
Nunes 
Nunnelee 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Paul 
Paulsen 
Pearce 
Pence 
Peterson 
Petri 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe (TX) 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Price (GA) 
Quayle 
Reed 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Ribble 
Rigell 
Rivera 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross (AR) 
Ross (FL) 
Royce 
Runyan 
Ryan (WI) 
Scalise 

Schilling 
Schmidt 
Schock 
Schweikert 
Scott (SC) 
Scott, Austin 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shimkus 
Shuler 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Southerland 
Stearns 
Stivers 
Stutzman 
Sullivan 
Terry 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Turner 
Upton 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walsh (IL) 
Webster 
West 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Wolf 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yoder 
Young (FL) 
Young (IN) 

NAYS—175 

Ackerman 
Andrews 
Baca 
Baldwin 
Bass (CA) 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Boswell 
Brady (PA) 
Braley (IA) 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Castor (FL) 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clarke (MI) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly (VA) 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
Deutch 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly (IN) 
Doyle 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Farr 

Fattah 
Filner 
Frank (MA) 
Fudge 
Garamendi 
Gonzalez 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Hanabusa 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Heinrich 
Higgins 
Himes 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Holt 
Honda 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson Lee 

(TX) 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kildee 
Kind 
Kucinich 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Luján 
Lynch 
Maloney 
Markey 
Matsui 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Michaud 

Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Moore 
Moran 
Murphy (CT) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Olver 
Owens 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor (AZ) 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Pingree (ME) 
Polis 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Reyes 
Richardson 
Richmond 
Rothman (NJ) 
Roybal-Allard 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schrader 
Schwartz 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Serrano 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Speier 
Stark 
Sutton 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Tonko 
Tsongas 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 

Visclosky 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 

Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch 
Wilson (FL) 

Woolsey 
Wu 
Yarmuth 

NOT VOTING—6 

Giffords 
Johnson (IL) 

Payne 
Ruppersberger 

Towns 
Young (AK) 

b 1108 

So the resolution, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, un-

fortunately I was unable to vote on H. Res. 9 
and wished to express my intentions had I 
been able to vote. 

I had been in the middle of an Agriculture 
Committee Public Forum with Secretary 
Vilsack when the first votes were called. I 
went down on the floor with my notes, as I 
was the next in line to ask the Secretary ques-
tions, and while I was reviewing my notes and 
questions mistakenly missed the second vote 
in the series. 

Had I been present to vote on rollcall No. 
16, to pass H. Res. 9, Instructing certain com-
mittees to report legislation replacing the job- 
killing health care law, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

Stated against: 
Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on 

rollcall No. 16, I intended to vote ‘‘no.’’ 
f 

b 1110 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
the majority leader, the gentleman 
from Virginia, for the purpose of in-
quiring about the schedule for the com-
ing week. 

Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman 
from Maryland, the Democratic whip, 
for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, on Monday, the House 
will meet at noon for morning hour and 
2 p.m. for legislative business with 
votes postponed until 6:30 p.m. 

On Tuesday, the House will meet at 
10 a.m. for morning-hour debate and 
noon for legislative business. The 
House will recess no later than 5 p.m. 
to allow a security sweep of the House 
Chamber prior to the President’s State 
of the Union address. The House will 
meet again at approximately 8:35 p.m. 
in a joint session with the Senate for 
the purpose of receiving an address 
from the President of the United 
States. 

On Wednesday, the House will meet 
at 10 a.m. for legislative business. 

During the week, the House will con-
sider at least one bill under suspension 
of the rules, which will be announced 
by close of business tomorrow. In addi-
tion, we will consider H. Res. 38, a reso-
lution reducing non-security spending 
to fiscal year 2008 levels or Less, and a 
bill of the public’s choosing—via the 
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YouCut program—to reduce Federal 
spending and the deficit by termi-
nating taxpayer financing of Presi-
dential election campaigns and party 
conventions; saving taxpayers $520 mil-
lion in mandatory spending according 
to CBO’s estimate last year. 

Mr. HOYER. I want to thank the gen-
tleman for informing us of the schedule 
for the week to come. 

I want to thank, at the outset, not 
only the gentleman but the Speaker as 
well for the respect and consideration 
they have given during this current 
tragic situation that confronted us in 
Tucson and the critical injuries sus-
tained by our colleague, GABBY GIF-
FORDS. I want to thank Mr. CANTOR in 
particular for his very strong state-
ment, as well as the Speaker’s very 
strong statement, that an attack on 
any individual who serves is an attack 
on all of us irrespective of party or phi-
losophy. I think we all have raised 
prayers for the victims who lost their 
lives, their families, prayers for those 
who are either in the process of recov-
ering or are now out of danger, and of 
course for our beloved colleague, Con-
gresswoman GIFFORDS, as well. 

So I want to thank the gentleman for 
his leadership and the Speaker’s lead-
ership in joining with our leader and 
myself in leading the House in what I 
thought was a very appropriate and 
united response to that tragedy. 

We are heartened by the progress 
that Congresswoman GIFFORDS is mak-
ing, and we look forward to her quick 
return. 

Now, Mr. CANTOR, if I can, next week 
we are scheduled to leave on Wednes-
day. I know there has been an articula-
tion of an intent to try to get out by 
noon on the days that we leave. Would 
you expect that to be the case this next 
week? 

I yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. CANTOR. First of all, I thank 

the gentleman for his kind statements 
regarding the expressions of grief and 
support that I think all Members of 
this body have expressed to GABBY GIF-
FORDS, her family, and her staff. Our 
thoughts and prayers remain with all 
of them, and certainly to the victims 
and their families. And certainly they 
all know that we are thinking of them. 

Mr. Speaker, as far as the schedule is 
concerned, if you will recall, the com-
mitment on our schedule was the fin-
ishing time would be 3 p.m. on the last 
day we are here. We specifically had in-
dicated that January is going to be a 
little different and an exception due to 
the organizing processes, State of the 
Union, et cetera. The expectation is to 
begin that in February, as was origi-
nally expressed; although, we do intend 
to try to be as expeditious as possible 
on Wednesday. The exact timing of our 
departure and finishing up depends on 
the actual rule coming from the Rules 
Committee, including the amendment 
debate and the structure for the Presi-
dential election fund bill. We expect an 
announcement by the Rules Committee 
chairman later today on that. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 
for his comment. 

Given that response, can I ask the 
gentleman: Would he expect there to be 
an open rule with reference to that 
bill? 

Mr. CANTOR. The gentleman under-
stands, as the Rules Committee chair-
man presides over the Rules Com-
mittee and entertains the submission 
of amendments. As to exactly, I can’t 
answer that right now, and that will be 
determined by the Rules Committee. 

Mr. HOYER. Not only do I recall that 
as being a fact, I also recall it as an an-
swer that I used to give the gentleman 
on a regular basis. 

But I am certainly hopeful, as he was 
hopeful, given the representations of 
transparency and openness, that there 
would be opportunities to amend. I 
know that Mr. VAN HOLLEN spoke to 
that in the Rules Committee, and I 
would hope that we could see that pol-
icy which has been expressed by your 
side pursued in this instance as well as 
future instances. I thank the gen-
tleman for his response. 

Let me ask the gentleman: There was 
some criticism raised when we passed a 
budget enforcement resolution that we 
hadn’t passed a full budget. In that 
budget enforcement resolution, as you 
recall, A, we articulated a specific 
number; and, B, that number was voted 
on by the entire House. 

b 1120 
It is my understanding that the prop-

osition that will be put before the 
House next week will provide and give 
unilateral authority to the chairman of 
the Budget Committee to set a number 
and that that number will not be voted 
upon by the House pursuant to the au-
thority granted in that resolution. 

Is that an accurate reading of that 
resolution? 

Mr. CANTOR. To be clear, once the 
House adopts the resolution next week, 
the resolution will then instruct Chair-
man RYAN to cap non-security discre-
tionary spending for the remainder of 
fiscal year 2011 at fiscal year 2008 lev-
els. That is the purpose of our adopting 
the resolution, acting as the House as a 
whole, instructing Chairman RYAN to 
cap non-security discretionary spend-
ing at 2008 levels for the remainder of 
this fiscal year. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I’d say to the 
gentleman, I know he shares with me 
the realization that people across this 
country—families, businesses—are hav-
ing to face some tough choices. We 
started this Congress, I think, to-
gether, committed to demonstrating 
that we are willing to make those 
tough choices—thus, the resolution for 
next week. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 
for his response. 

I do not want to be argumentative, 
but I have just received your amended 
copy of the resolution, and as I read on 
your second page, it says ‘‘the remain-
der of fiscal year 2011 that assumes 
non-security spending at fiscal year 
2008 levels or less.’’ 

The implication in that, it seems to 
me, is that Mr. RYAN unilaterally can 
set a number which has not been 
agreed to by the House, but under the 
power granted in this resolution would 
bind the House to a number to which it 
had never agreed. 

Is that an accurate reading of that? 
Could, in fact, under this resolution 
Mr. RYAN set a number that is less 
than, as your resolution says, 2008 
numbers? 

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I say to 
the gentleman that the resolution pro-
vides for the capping of spending levels 
at ’08 levels. 

The gentleman also knows that the 
Speaker has been very consistent in his 
statements, saying that we are going 
to have an open rule process when it 
comes to spending bills. In fact, that is 
what we said during the last campaign 
season in the Pledge to America. 

So, in working with that commit-
ment as well as the language of this 
resolution, the budget chairman, Mr. 
RYAN, will be instructed to enter into 
the RECORD a cap of spending levels for 
the remainder of the fiscal year to be 
placed at 2008 levels. 

Mr. HOYER. So would it be therefore 
accurate that the ‘‘or less’’ is super-
fluous and is not intended to give Mr. 
RYAN the authority to set a figure at 
less than 2008 levels? 

Mr. CANTOR. I would say to the gen-
tleman I disagree with that character-
ization of the language ‘‘or less,’’ and 
would just say that, again, the Speaker 
is committed to an open process on 
spending bills. I assume that we will 
see coming to the floor every attempt 
and effort to try and maintain some 
sense that this Congress is going to be 
a cut-and-grow Congress and that we 
are about trying to find savings every-
where we can so that we can get this 
country back onto a trajectory of fiscal 
sustainability. 

So I say to the gentleman, no, this is 
not something that we intend to be 
meaningless, that we are serious. The 
cap is consistent with our commitment 
to the people of this country that the 
levels of spending for the remainder of 
the fiscal year will not exceed 2008. It 
is our hope that we can continue to 
find additional savings so that, yes, we 
could even find ourselves below ’08 lev-
els; but the cap is 2008 levels. 

Mr. HOYER. The point that I am try-
ing to make, and perhaps not as clearly 
as I need to make it, is that what we 
are in that resolution giving is to one 
person—one person—in this Congress 
the authority, without consideration 
by this House, to set the number, with-
out hearings, on what we will, as you 
articulate, cap spending levels at for 
fiscal year 2011. 

As I understand it, there have been 
no hearings by the Budget Committee, 
no hearings by the Appropriations 
Committee, no hearings by the Ways 
and Means Committee, or by any other 
committee involved in fiscal matters 
as to what the ramifications of that 
cap will be to individual programs or 
individual Americans. 
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I share the gentleman’s view and 

have voted consistently, as I voted for 
the balanced budget amendment, as the 
gentleman knows, last we considered 
it, to bring our fiscal house into order. 
I think neither party can necessarily 
take sole responsibility for doing so or 
not doing so when it comes to fiscal 
balance. 

But I do tell my friend that, with re-
spect to transparency and openness and 
to the inclusion of all the Members of 
the body, it is, I think, not consistent 
with that objective to give to one per-
son, however brilliant that person is— 
and I happen to have great respect, as 
the gentleman knows and as I have 
said so publicly in the press, for Mr. 
RYAN, who I think is a very positive, 
effective, important Member of this 
body; but I am not for giving any one 
person in this body the authority to 
unilaterally set the number at which 
we will fund America’s government for 
the next 7 months. 

I yield to my friend to see if he might 
have a response to that because, in his 
responses to me—and I understand the 
cap—but at any number below that, at 
2007, 2006, 2005 levels, it seems to me 
this resolution authorizes Mr. RYAN to 
set such figures as he unilaterally de-
termines is an appropriate figure. In 
his mind, that may be an appropriate 
figure; but it is not necessarily the 
same figure that this body voting in a 
transparent, open way might select. 

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I will just 
respond to the gentleman by saying we 
are in the position we are in because 
the majority that he participated in in 
the last Congress failed to live up to its 
obligation in passing a budget and in 
even passing any appropriations bills 
short of a continuing resolution. That’s 
why we are here today, because there is 
a mess that has been created from the 
last majority, and we are trying to 
clean that up. 

We have committed to a transparent 
and open process; and I have said to the 
gentleman that, when the CR comes to 
the floor, we will see Members on both 
sides of the aisle have an opportunity 
to amend the continuing resolution ac-
cording to the way they think that we 
ought to be saving taxpayer dollars. 

So, again, I disagree with the gentle-
man’s assertion that somehow there is 
a lack of transparency here. We have 
said all along the cap on our spending 
will be at 2008 levels for the remainder 
of the fiscal year. If this House works 
its will and if Members on either side 
are able to gain the majority of votes 
in this House to achieve even more 
spending below the 2008 levels, then 
that will be the will of this House. 

Again, the gentleman understands 
well why we are where we are, and we 
look forward to working together to go 
and produce a spending resolution here 
that begins to address the mess that 
was left before. 

Mr. HOYER. Let me ask the gen-
tleman: Is the gentleman representing 
to me that this resolution will, in fact, 
result in 2008 levels of expenditure so 

that Members, who are being asked to 
vote on this, will have a certitude of 
the number on which they are voting— 
that’s my only question—so that they 
will know on what authorization they 
are giving, what budget direction they 
are giving, to the members of the Ap-
propriations Committee? 

Mr. CANTOR. The budget directive is 
2008 levels or less. As the gentleman 
well knows, the intention is to allow 
the Appropriations Committee to do its 
work, to report a resolution to the 
floor. The body will work its will ac-
cording to the insistence of the major-
ity and the Speaker that we have an 
open process on spending bills. 

b 1130 

It is our hope that we can work to 
achieve even greater savings for the 
taxpayers of this country. 

Mr. HOYER. I understand that, and I 
thank the gentleman. I know that he 
has indicated that we are going to be 
considering what I believe to be a $52 
million cut—that’s important money— 
to reach your $100 billion. However, if 
you do it at that level per week, of 
course, you will take approximately 50 
years to get to $100 billion if we con-
sider one every week that we are in 
session. 

My presumption is that you will be 
informing us of those opportunities to 
cut as well, giving us opportunities on 
our side. There may well be Members 
on our side who want to join in making 
sure that we spend our money as effec-
tively and efficiently as possible. But 
we also know and the commissions 
that have reported know that while 
these types of expenditures are impor-
tant to review, I don’t know that there 
have been any hearings on this 
YouCut. I know that this has been in 
response to the Web page question that 
you have propounded to people—I don’t 
know how many responses you have re-
ceived to that. But are you intending 
to have hearings in relevant commit-
tees on future propositions to cut? 

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I would 
say to the gentleman, first of all, as far 
as the $520 million—not $52 million—is 
concerned, as he knows that is manda-
tory spending, that is not discretionary 
spending, and would be different and 
apart from the commitment that we 
just spoke about at ’08 levels. 

I would also say to the gentleman 
that we will be glad to have hearings 
once committees are organized. As the 
gentleman knows, it’s been a little bit 
slow in upstart just given the transi-
tion of leadership, et cetera. We are 
waiting for your side in some in-
stances. But we hear from committee 
chairmen things are working well, so 
we hope that committees will be up 
and organized to have hearings. 

But in order for us to deliver on our 
commitment that we are going to bring 
up a spending cut bill every week, this 
body will be considering a bill pro-
viding for cutting the Presidential 
election fund that has been in exist-
ence for some time. As the gentleman 

well knows, this tends to be of some 
controversy in some quarters. There 
are those who believe that this is an 
attempt to drive this country towards 
a public finance system for campaigns. 
Obviously there are those in this coun-
try who believe that’s what should hap-
pen. But knowing full well the con-
troversy, I’m sure we will have a ro-
bust debate. And I am looking forward, 
Mr. Speaker, to as many cuts to this 
fund as the gentleman’s side may offer 
and look forward to a robust debate on 
the issue. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman. 
And let me ask again, does the gen-

tleman intend, once the committees 
are up and running—I understand in a 
transition it takes some time—that the 
cuts that you are going to propose on a 
weekly basis will have been subjected 
to committee oversight and hearings, 
with the public having an opportunity 
to testify on the consequences of those 
cuts? 

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I say to 
the gentleman again, yes, it is our in-
tention to have a full and open debate 
on all of these issues. As the gentleman 
recalls, this process began last June, or 
in the spring or so, that we said we 
were going to redirect the focus to 
make sure that we are in line with the 
will of the people, and that is trying to 
do everything we can to remind all of 
us of the import of cutting spending, 
and therefore this process begins. But 
yes, to the gentleman’s question about 
hearings, we welcome that and would 
expect that. 

Mr. HOYER. Good. I appreciate that 
response. 

Lastly, I ask my friend, one of the 
significant issues that will be con-
fronting us in the coming months will 
be the extension of the debt limit to 
ensure that America continues to pay 
the bills that it has incurred and there-
fore maintain fiscal stability not only 
in this country but throughout the 
world. The Speaker and you have both 
made, I think, very positive comments 
on the fact that, as unwanted as such a 
vote may be, it is, nevertheless, as the 
Speaker pointed out, an adult vote— 
that I took to mean a responsible 
vote—to ensure the fiscal stability of 
our country. 

Does the gentleman anticipate a 
clean up-or-down vote on that issue 
when it becomes timely to vote on that 
issue sometime in March of April? 

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I would 
begin by saying to the gentleman, as 
he knows, it’s unclear when the Fed-
eral Government will actually hit the 
debt ceiling, and we will be closely 
monitoring that date. But before we 
reach that date, it is very, very impor-
tant that we prove that this Congress 
is willing to cut spending. And the 
House, as the discussion today indi-
cates, will be taking those necessary 
steps each week that we are here, lead-
ing up to an eventual vote. In fact, I 
would call on the leader on the other 
side of the Capitol, Mr. REID, to follow 
suit. 
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us the first real opportunity to dem-
onstrate our commitment to cutting 
spending. The debt limit will be an-
other opportunity for this Congress to 
cut spending. And as I think the gen-
tleman knows, I have said repeatedly 
that we will not accept an increase in 
the debt limit without serious spending 
cuts and reforms, and I look forward to 
joining with the gentleman debate on 
this House floor. Hopefully we can have 
the Senate join us, as well as the Presi-
dent, towards that end. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman. 
It’s my understanding, from the gen-

tleman’s response, that if in the eyes of 
you or Mr. BOEHNER or your side of the 
aisle serious spending cuts have not 
been effected, that you would oppose 
the extension of the debt limit. 

Is that what I hear you saying? 
Mr. CANTOR. I would say to the gen-

tleman this: We have been charged 
with an obligation by the people of this 
country to get our fiscal house in 
order. We intend to be very deliberate 
and focused on cutting spending while 
making sure we are doing all we can to 
grow the economy and the private-sec-
tor jobs. It is our intent to prove that 
this House and this Congress—hope-
fully Leader REID will follow suit—will 
deliver on that commitment. 

The public, as the gentleman knows 
all too well, is tired of business as 
usual. They don’t want to see this 
country continue to incur debt as it 
has in the past without some indica-
tion that things are changing, without 
some indication that serious spending 
cuts have been implemented and re-
forms effected, and that will be our in-
tent. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 
for that response. And I hate to keep 
pressing him, but if his hopes are not 
realized—and I don’t know the answer 
as to whether they will be, but at some 
point in time we will be confronted 
with an alternative of whatever the 
facts may be with respect to what we 
are able to pass through this House, 
the Senate, and get signed by the 
President, we will be confronted with 
the consequences of our past behavior, 
and I underline ‘‘our,’’ o-u-r, spending 
that we have incurred. And I don’t 
want to go through the entire debate 
that you and I always go through, so I 
won’t do it, but we will be confronted 
with, as the Speaker says, an adult mo-
ment as to whether or not we will, in 
light of the consequences of past be-
havior, take actions necessary to pre-
clude America from defaulting on its 
debts. And I simply ask the gentleman, 
will we have the opportunity to have 
an up-or-down vote on that issue under 
the circumstances where we have 
reached, as the gentleman points out— 
we don’t know the exact date—the ex-
tent of present authority? 

Mr. CANTOR. I would say to the gen-
tleman, Mr. Speaker, that the vote on 
the debt limit comes within the con-
text of our demonstrating a commit-
ment to cut spending, to effect re-

forms. And the President as well as the 
gentleman’s side here in this House 
have said both that they would like to 
see and join us in cutting spending. 
This debt-limit vote comes in the con-
text of all that we are going to be able 
to do over the next several months. 
And we’ve got to be demonstrating 
that or frankly the public will not 
want us to accept any notion that 
we’re going to continue business as 
usual unless we’ve demonstrated that 
things are changing. That’s why I con-
tinue to say to the gentleman that we 
will not accept an increase in the debt 
limit without serious spending cuts 
and reforms. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman. 
f 

b 1140 

HOUR OF MEETING ON MONDAY, 
JANUARY 24, 2011 

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at noon on Monday next for 
morning-hour debate and 2 p.m. for leg-
islative business. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

PROVIDING FOR A JOINT SESSION 
OF CONGRESS TO RECEIVE A 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I send to 
the desk a privileged concurrent reso-
lution and ask for its immediate con-
sideration. 

The Clerk read the concurrent reso-
lution, as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 10 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 

Senate concurring), 
That the two Houses of Congress assemble 

in the Hall of the House of Representatives 
on Tuesday, January 25, 2011, at 9 p.m., for 
the purpose of receiving such communica-
tion as the President of the United States 
shall be pleased to make to them. 

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

FAREWELL TO THE PAGES 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, today we 
will be saying farewell to the pages 
who have served this House so well. 
They are standing in the back of the 
Chamber here now. We wish to thank 
you for your service. 

I’ve been on the Page Board for about 
30 years. Speaker Tip O’Neill appointed 
me to that board, and this has been a 
tremendous group of pages. You’ve 
worked hard, you’ve worked well, and 
you’ve worked honorably. 

You’ve seen history. You’ve seen a 
change of party control of this House. 

You’ve seen our joys and our sorrows. 
You witnessed the sorrow we all experi-
enced and you experienced when a 
Member of this House was attacked 
back in her district. 

There is a program called Close Up 
where people come to Washington, peo-
ple your age, to observe the Congress, 
and they learn a lot. It’s a great pro-
gram. But no one sees the Congress as 
close up as you do. And we appreciate 
the fact that you recognize that as a 
great responsibility and a great honor, 
and you will go back home and tell 
others about this Congress. 

I think you can tell them that every-
one who serves in this Congress, even 
though we may have differences—some-
times very sharp differences—the one 
thing that does bind us together is that 
everyone here in this Congress loves 
this country. 

Go back and tell them that we are 
imperfect people trying to make a 
more perfect Republic. 

I yield, Mr. Speaker, to my colleague 
on the Page Board, the gentleman from 
Utah (Mr. BISHOP). 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Thank you, Mr. 
KILDEE. I appreciate it. 

Mr. Speaker, the young men and 
women who are standing behind the 
bar and at the back of our Chamber 
here today are great young men and 
women who have served us well over 
this past semester. We appreciate you. 
Both Ms. Keating and Ms. Sampson 
have said this is probably the best be-
haved group of pages we’ve ever had. I 
don’t know if you want to take it fur-
ther than that, but you have done a 
great job and we appreciate you. 

Mr. KILDEE. I want to thank Mr. 
BISHOP and Ms. FOXX, who also served 
on this committee. We have enjoyed 
our work, and you’ve made our work 
very enjoyable. 

DEPARTURE CEREMONY PAGE NAMES FALL 
CLASS OF 2010 

Haley Alderete 
Carissa A. Almendarez 
Alexandra Baker 
Shraddha Batra 
Bethany Blakeman 
Christopher Michael Tydingco Borja 
Derek Kristopher Bowdle 
Taylor Brooks 
Hunter Layne Chapman 
Fernando Chavez, Jr. 
Josilyn Chowen 
Joseph Cortes 
Nicholas Dellasanta 
Hannah Elizabeth Dillman 
Dominé Ezechukwu 
Melissa Lynn Finno 
Megan Fleming 
Gerardo Flores 
Ashley Nicole Flowers 
Hector Javier Garcia 
Derek Gartee 
Megan Greeley 
Kallie A. Hargrove 
Kaitlin Elaine Hinojosa 
Kathryn Elizabeth Hopper 
Peter Alex Kanjorski 
John D. Kohler 
Ra’Nisa Kyles 
Olga Lefebvre 
Josiah Lippincott 
Schaeffer Mallory 
Gomez J. Martin 
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